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* * The present number of the Bulletin is devoted to an 
account of the editor's historiographic peregrinations 
in Europe during the months of August and September, 


FOLLOVUING THS FOOTOTIEEPS OF FAUCHARD 
t/ ‘The editor called on li. Gaorges Dagen in Paris on the 
morning of August 21 and again on August 2h. 


Although unacquainted with ii. Dagzen personally, the editor 
had been familar with his prolific output of historical 
articies since the early 20's, and was avare thot he is the 
outstanding historian of early French dentistry. About 
1924, li. Dagen had published his Documents pour servir a 
l'histoire de l'art dentaire en France. He is the re- , 
copnized specialist on the life and work of Pierre lFauchard, 
and about 1923 he was able to establish the date (not — 
previously known) of Faucnard's death as the year 1761. 


It was therefore with great pleasure that the editor received 
from ii. Dagen the gift of a dossier of original notes and 

other material on Fauchard, especially regarding Fauchard's 
chateau known as Grand-ilesnil. There were fourteen fascicules 
in all. The gift included maps of the estate and environs, 
descriptions on the articles of conveyance, inventories, 

and notes on local names and designations. There were also 
included one of five known extant signatures of l'auchard, 

and even a syrig of leaves from one of the trees on the grouncs, 


M. Dagen was kind enough to examine and comment on the paper 
which the editor had delivered at the San Francisco meeting 
of the A.A.H.D., which was entitled "Significance of Fauchard 
lianuseript" and which is scheduled to appear in the September 
number of the Journal of the American Collette of Ventists. 


At the second meeting, M. Dagen acted as guide and took the 
editor over much of that part of Paris most intimately connected 
with the life of Fauchard. Rue de la L'Ancienne Comedie 
Francaise was explored and the houses of Fauchard, his rela- 
tives, and his in-laws were viewed. Later, the medical and 
surgery buildings were visited on the Itue de l'Ecole de ledi- 
cine. As the sun was shining on the doorway of the ancient 
amphitheater of the surgeons of the eighteenth century, the 
editor took the Opportunity of snap»ving a picture of M. Dagen 

on the threshold, 


At noon, li. Dagen and the editor had lunch at the Procope, 
the oldest restaurant in Paris, founded in 1686, opposite 
L'tAncienne Comedie Francaise, where Fauchard's son performed 


| | 


in the comedies of Moliere, 


Some days later, Ii, Dagen had delivered to the editor another 
sheaf of notes as a souvenir of their trip, with annotated 
maps of their itinerary. These included drawings by M. 

Daren of the entrances of the church of St. Come in the nave 
of which Fauchard was buried. 


An experience of great interest and pleasure to the editor 
of this bulletin] 


THE HEADGEAR OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY DENTIST 
I The following is a free translation of one of M. Dagen's 
notes: 


Dentists, when they went to see a vatient, wore short wigs 
fastened at the back by a wide ribbon so that it would not 
interfere with their operations. ‘Sometimes, even, they did 
not have a wig for these occasions, and were content to have 
their long hair tied behind. ‘/hen dentists operated in their 
offices, they did not wear wigs, but they wore a great bonnet 
of fabric with more or less color, 


Fauchard did this and relates in his book that when he had 
need of a mouth prop, he used a small cylindrical one of wood, 
and attached it by a cord to his own bonnet. Thus, the 

client did not risk swallowing the mouth prop, and the den- 
tist found it convenient, since it hung down his back. It 

is probable that lFauchard cleaned the mouth props sometimes 
because he mentions in his wrk that he cleaned his denval 
instruments with soap and water. It was almost the only anti- 
septic of that tim. 


AN INTERNATIONAL DENTAL HISTORY GROUP 
R/ <A small group of interested persons from various countries 
met at the Palazzo dei Congressi on Wednesday, September 11 
to organize informally for the study of dental history. It 
was planned to meet annually at the same time as the Federation 
Dentaire Internationale and conduct a program. Those present 
were: J. A. Donaldson (isngland), F. H. Witt (Germany), F. E. R. 
deMaar (Holland), L. J. Cecconi (France), Jacob Sharp and G,. B,. 
Denton (U.S.A.). S. Fastlicht (Mexico), although not present, 
later expressed a desire to join, and it is hoped that Dr. L, 
Casotti and others from Italy will also join. 


Dr. deMaar is to act as secretary for the registration of names 
of persons who would like to join the group. His address is 

10 wtadhouderslaan, The Hague, Holland. At next year's meeting 
Dr. Witt will give a paper on the old belief in tooth worms as 
a cause of dental decay. G. B. Denton will submit a general 
report on early dental literature. The name of the new orga-~ 
nization is "International Group for the Study of Dental His- 
tory." Persons interested are urged to mntact Dr. dellaar or 
one of the persons above named. 


